
ST PATRICK’S DAY
IRISH OR SCOTTISH – CAN YOU TELL THE 

DIFFERENCE?



Irish or Scottish?

• The two nations have much in 
common but some very special
symbols and associations.

• Can you tell which is which? 



Irish or Scottish?



Irish or Scottish?

Scottish – the bagpipes are the
national instrument and used often in 
Scottish celebrations such as 
weddings and parades

Irish – the world’s oldest models of the
harp date from 14th/15th century Ireland.  
A traditional symbol of Ireland and found
on the Irish punt and now Irish euro 
coins. 



Irish or Scottish?



Irish or Scottish?

Irish – Ireland is famous for its dark
ales. Note the Irish harp on the
Guinness logo

Scottish – whisky from the Scottish
Gaelic ”uisge-beatha” (the water of life). 
Also known as ”Scotch”. Note the
original Scottish form is ”whisky”. 
”Whiskey” is the term for non-Scottish
whisky. 



Irish or Scottish?



Irish or Scottish?

Irish – the shamrock is the traditional
symbol of Ireland.  Said to be used by
St Patrick to explain the Holy Trinity. 

Scottish – the thistle is the national
flower and emblem of Scotland. Found on 
Scottish coins and national insignia



Irish or Scottish?



Irish or Scottish?

Scottish – the kilt and highland dress
are traditional Scottish clothes used
for special occasions. Tartan
(crosscheck) pattterns were
developed in Scotland and were used
to signify clan membership

Irish – the leprechaun is a mischevious elf
from Irish mythology and his style of hat
is often worn on St Patrick’s Day



Irish or Scottish?



Irish or Scottish?

Irish – Irish stew made from beef or
lamb is a famous national dish often
served with another Irish staple - the
potato

Scottish – haggis, the Scottish national
dish, is made from lamb offal and oats and 
then boiled in a sheep’s stomach. Eaten
regularly, especially on Hogmanay (Jan 
31st) and Burns Night (Jan 25th)



Irish or Scottish?

• How many did you get right?
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